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the luxury of chairs to sit upon, but it is safer to sit on
the straw, as a coracle is generally in a state of unstable
equilibrium." The French traveller Tavernier, who visited
India in the seventeenth century, wrote (1676) that, on his
way to Golconda, "the boats employed in crossing the
river are like large baskets, at the bottom of which some
faggots are placed, upon which carpets are spread."
The Penner river rises on Channarayan-betta, in the
Kolar district of Mysore, and enters the Anantapur district
of the Madras Presidency. After passing through the
Cuddapah and Nellore districts, it enters the Bay of Bengal
below the town of Nellore. In Cuddapah it is joined by
the Chitravati, and flows through the gorge of Gandikota
(gorge fort), which has been described as the most splendid
river pass in South India, with the exception of the wild
bed of the Kistna, where it cuts its way through the Nalla-
malai hills. The fort of Gandikota is situated on the top
of a hill, 1,670 feet above the sea, overlooking the river.
Lower down, the Penner is joined by the Papaghni river.
The Palar river (230 miles) is supposed to rise on
Nandidroog, in the Kolar district of Mysore. The Beta-
mangala tank, which is supplied by it, is the source of the
water-supply for the Kolar gold-fields. The river enters
the North Arcot district of the Madras Presidency, and,
passing Vellore, Arcot, and Chingleput, reaches the Bay* of
Bengal near Sadras,
The Ponnaiyar river (250 miles) rises on Channarayan-
betta in Mysore, and, entering the Madras Presidency, flows
through the Salem and South Arcot districts. It finally
reaches the coast at Cuddalore. In the Tamil month Tai,
the Ganges is believed to flow into it by an underground
passage, and a festival is celebrated on its banks.
The Vellar river (135 miles) is formed by the junction
of the Vasishtanadi and Swetanadi, which rise in the Salem
district, and carry off the drainage of the Pachaimalai,